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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method for scheduling a search term in a search engine advertiser account for 
intermittent use by a search engine, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a user instruction indicating at least one activated period when said 
search term is to be included in a database searched by said search engine and at least 
one deactivated period when said search term is to be excluded from said database; 

including said search term in said database during said at least one activated 
period and excluding said search term from said database during said at least one 
deactivated period. 

2. The method according to Claim 1, wherein said user instmction is received via 
an information network. 

3. The method according to Claim 1, wherein said user instruction calls for 
immediately commencing an activated period if said search term is in a deactivated 
period, or immediately commencing a deactivated period if said search term is in an 
activated period. 

4. The method according to Claim 1, wherein said at least one activated period 
commences at a future time. 

5. The method according to Claim 1, wherein said at least one deactivated period 
commences at a future time. 

6. The method according to Claim 4, wherein said at least one activated period is a 
plurality of activated periods. 

7. The method according to Claim 5, wherein said at least one deactivated period is 
a plurality of deactivated periods. 
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8. The method according to Claim 1, further comprising the step of transmitting a 
scheduling form for use in defining said user instruction. 

9. The method according to Claim 8, wherein said scheduling form includes means 
for inputting a time of day and days of the week defining said at least one activated 

5 period. 

10. The method according to Claim 8, wherein said scheduling form includes means 
for inputting a start date and an end date associated with said user instruction. 

11. The method according to Claim 9, wherein said scheduling form includes means 
for inputting a start date and an end date associated with said user instruction. 

10 12. The method according to Claim 8, wherein said scheduling form includes a 
graphic schedule indicating said at least one activated period and said at least one 
deactivated period. 

13. The method according to Claim 1, wherein said search term is excluded from 
said database by modifying said search term in said advertiser accovint according to a 

1 5 predetermined algorithm. 

14. The method according to Claim 1, wherein said user instruction comprises 
scheduling data for defining said at least one activated period and said at least one 
deactivated period. 

15. A system for scheduling a search term in a search engine advertiser accoimt for 
20 intermittent use by a search engine, said system comprising: 

a computer system having stored thereon 

an account database for recording said search term and 
scheduling data related to said search term; 

programming code for providing a user interface allowing a 
25 user to input said scheduling data; and 

-21 - 



34812.0008 



programming code for including said search term in a search 
database accessed by said search engine, and for excluding said search 
temi from said search database, based on said scheduling data. 

16. The system according to Claim 15, wherein said scheduling data are inputted via 
5 an information network. 

17. The system according to Claim 16, wherein said scheduling data include a 
starting time of day, an ending time of day, and at least one day of the week for 
defining when said search term is to be included in said search database. 

18. The system according to Claim 17, wherein said scheduling data include a start 
10 date and an end date associated with said starting time of day, said ending time of day, 

and said at least one day of the week. 

19. The system according to Claim 15, wherein said user interface is a scheduling 
form transmitted to the user via an information network. 

20. The system according to Claim 19, wherein said scheduling form includes a 
15 graphic schedule indicating when said search term is to be included in said search 

database and when said search term is to be excluded from said search database. 

21. The system according to Claim 15, wherein said user interface includes means 
for a user to enter a command to immediately override said scheduling data. 

22. A method for scheduling a plurality of search terms in a search engine advertiser 
20 account for intermittent use by a search engine, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a group identifier from a user; 

linking selected search terms in said search engine advertiser account with 
said group identifier to define a group of search terms; 

receiving a user instruction indicating at least one activated period when said 
25 search terms in said group are to be included in a database searched by said search 
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engine and at least one deactivated period when said search terms in said group are to 
be excluded from said database; 

including said group of search terms in said database during said at least one 
activated period and excluding said group of search terms from said database during 
5 said at least one deactivated period. 

23. The method according to Claim 22, wherein said group identifier is received via 
an information network. 

24. The method according to Claim 22, wherein said selected search terms are 
selected by said user via an information network. 

25. A system for scheduling a plurality of search terms in a search engine advertiser 
account for intermittent use by a search engine, said system comprising: 

a computer system having stored thereon 

an account database for recording a group identifier, selected 
search terms linked with said group identifier, and scheduUng data 
related to said group; 

programming code for providing a user interface allowing a 
user to input said scheduling data; and 

programming code for including said linked search terms in a 
search database accessed by said search engine, and for excluding said 

linVf^H RpPirrVi tRrrnc frnrn caiH c^^^ir/^Vi HcitciKcicp Kcicf>H r^n ooiH 

scheduling data. 

26. The system according to Claim 25, wherein said user interface allows said user 
to input said scheduling data via an information network. 

27. The system according to Claim 25, wherein said computer system fiirther has 
25 stored thereon programming code for providing a user menu allowing a user to select 

search terms to be linked to said group identifier. 
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28. The system according to Claim 27, wherein said user menu allows said user to 
select search terms via an information network. 
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